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Maple Valley School Newsletter 
November/December  2022                                                                                                              

Merry Christmas Raider Nation! It sure is beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas around the school. The student council did a 
great job decorating for Christmas by setting up and 
decorating the Christmas tree in the commons along with 
decorating the hallways for our students and staff. On 
November 15th we hosted our annual Veterans and their 
family at the school in Tower City to an excellent concert put on by 
Mrs. Jimenez and the elementary students followed by a wonderful 
meal provided by Rhonda and Angela. This is an event that was 
started by Bev Jager in Buffalo years ago and we have carried this 
great Veterans Day tradition on. Thank you Bev Jager and Karen 
Tabor, along with the Buffalo Women's Auxiliary for all your help with 
this event. But most importantly thank you to our Veterans and all 
who serve our great Nation. 

The preschool through sixth grade had vision screening on Friday, 
December 2nd. If your child was screened and has vision needs be 
on the lookout for a letter that will be sent home. The elementary, 
junior high, and senior high Christmas concerts will all be held on 
Thursday, December 15th in the gym at the school in Tower City. The 
elementary concert will begin at 6:00 pm with the junior/senior high 
concert to follow 15 minutes after the elementary concert. 

*All students preschool through grade 12 will be dismissed at 12:20 
pm and busses will depart the school at 12:25 pm on Wednesday, 
December 21st. 

During this holiday season I am reminded of the many things I am 
thankful for in education. I will share with you my number one and in 
my opinion the most important: Our great students and staff here at 
Maple Valley. Students are and should always be our number one 
priority in everything we do on a daily basis in education. Our staff 
works tremendously hard and cares deeply about each student 
here at Maple Valley. 

May the holiday season fill your home with joy, your heart with love, 
and your life with laughter. 

Merry Christmas, 

Jay Kocka, Elementary Principal 
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Jr./Sr. High Happenings 

 

7th Graders are currently studying rock 
formations, (igneous, metamorphic, and 
sedimentary), the ladies in the kitchen 
helped them visualize lava flowing into the 
ocean.  The lab experiment was liquified 
sugar poured into ice cold water.    

 

Independent living class made Christmas 
decorations and ornaments with the 
Kindergarteners. 

 

Chloe Wetch’s and Clay Hovelson’s finished 
products of their t-shirt blankets that they 
made in Independent FACS class! 

MVSD Events Calendar 

 

 



   

  Page 3 of 11 
   

 

  

 

 

 

Elementary Happenings 

 

Elementary 6th grade girls basketball takes 1st place at the Hope/Page jamboree! 

 

 

Elementary 5th grade girls basketball takes 3rd place at the Hope/Page jamboree! 
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Winter Sports 

 

Maple Valley 4th and 5th Grade Basketball 
Team 

   

Maple Valley 6th Grade Basketball Team 

 

Maple River JH Basketball Team 

 
Maple River Girls Basketball Team 

 

                

Gabby Hannig participates in wrestling through 
the co-op with Valley City. Gabby received 1st 

place in the Knights of Columbus Wrestling 
Tournament 
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Varsity Girls Basketball 

Coach’s Outlook/Expectations: In year 2 of our co-op Maple River will return all of their primary ball- 
handlers, so a jump in positive decision- making will be required for us to have a successful season. 
Last year as the season progressed, our communication on defense led to much-needed 
improvements on thar end of the floor. Our team FT shooting was something that stood out last year. 
Our girls spent a lot of time in season and out of season to improve in that area, and it paid off late in 
the year. Our expectations as a team is to continue to take steps forward as a program. We made 
the region tournament last year for the first time since 2016 last year, so we hope to push to improve 
that this coming season. 

-Coach Hoots  

 

Varsity Boys Basketball 

Coach’s Outlook/Expectations: We have a group that really works will together and we bring back 
experience. We are excited about the talent we have in the gym and how hard these guys work. 
Working hard, defending, and getting better offensively will be key for us. With the experience we 
bring back, our new comers and young talent, and the number of close games we lost last season 
we feel we will make a jump this year. We have a number of guys who are gym rats and have 
worked extremely hard in the off season which has improved their game and will better our team. 

-Coach Kocka 
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Barnes County Music Festival and the Christmas Concert 

On Monday, November 21, thirteen students 
from Maple Valley participated in the Barnes 
County Music Festival at Valley City State 
University. The Barnes County Music Festival is 
an annual event for band and choir students in 
which students from area schools gather to 
perform together in a large band and large 
choir. This is an opportunity that many students 
from larger schools have daily, but students 
from smaller schools miss out on, so the students 
enjoyed being able to perform in groups with 
voicings and instrumentations. The students 
rehearsed all day and performed in an 
evening concert. The Barnes County Music 
Festival did not take place during 2020 or 2021, 
due to COVID restrictions, so we were happy to 
bring it back and have so many students 
participating this year. 

December comes and goes very quickly in 
the music classroom as we prepare for our 
elementary and high school concerts. Both 
concerts will be on December 15 this year, 
with the elementary concert beginning at 
6:00 and the high school concert beginning 
at approximately 7:00. The elementary 
students have been working on several 
traditional Christmas songs, including 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”, “I Want a 
Hippopotamus for Christmas”, and “Carol of 
the Bells”. The junior high and senior high 

school students will be presenting music that they have been working on since the beginning of the 
school year in addition to Christmas music. All the students have worked hard in preparing for this 
concert, and we are hoping to see you all there! 

Book Fair 

Thank you from the library for visiting this fall’s Scholastic Book Fair! We had a great turnout with 510 
items sold and a total of $1,243.86 Scholastic Dollars earned. We hope everyone who bought from 
the book fair loved the books they purchased. Mrs. Kapaun and her library helpers, Ethan Waters 
and Evelyn Lloyd, worked hard to set it up together and were super excited to have so many people 
interested in buying books. Once again, thank you one and all for coming. Be sure to look out for the 
buy one, get one book fair coming in April, and we hope you have a great day. 



   

  Page 7 of 11 
   

 

One Act Regional Competition  

The one act team received fourth place a 

The one act team received fourth place at 
the Region II competition on November 
9th.  The actors were Klaus Gemelke, Hunter 
Phelps, Emily Curtis, Abigail Brown, RaeLynn 
Anderson, William Lloyd, Evelyn Lloyd, Mia 
Fountain and Dani Wendel.  The play was 
directed by Mr. Egan. The One Act team 
received fourth place at the Region.

 

New Employees

Brad Heger 

Deputy Heger grew up in Wahpeton, ND. He started working in the criminal justice field in 
2007, working in corrections and as a Reserve Deputy. He received his bachelor’s degree 
through Minot State University and his North Dakota Police Officer Training through Lake 
Region State College. Deputy Heger enjoying hunting, fishing, water tubing, camping, and 
most importantly spending time with friends and family. He says that one thing he has been 
enjoying the most about her time at Maple Valley is how well behaved and friendly the 
students are. 

Casey Steichen  

Casey Steichen went to college at Minnesota State University Moorhead for marketing. She is 
the owner of a business that sells handmade jewelry and home décor called Nifty Knick 
Knacks. She says that one of the things she’s been enjoying the most about her time at Maple 
Valley is getting to use the creative side of her brain every day. 
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Dixie May 

Before coming to Maple Valley, Dixie May worked at the Tower City gas station. One of her 
hobbies is couponing. She says that one of the things she’s been enjoying the most about her 
time at Maple Valley is working with her co-workers. 

 

 

FCCLA 

 
 
FCCLA kickstarted the month of November with the annual FCCLA District Leadership meeting 

that was held on November 9th. We had lots of fun participating in different ice breakers and team 
activities! There was also a wonderful speaker who goes by the name of Scott Geiselhart, he told us a 
heartwarming story about his life and his struggle with his mental health. His story touched the hearts of 
everyone. Stella Satrom was appointed new chapter Vice President and District VP of Hospitality.  In 
the end, the District Leadership meeting was a success and a very fun time!   

  
Looking Ahead:   

FCCLA Pals met on December 2 and the kids did a Christmas activity with their high school pals 
and were also gifted cute bracelets. FCCLA Pals next meetup will be Friday, January 6! The next 
FCCLA meeting will be December 14. The meeting will be our annual Christmas party! There will be 
treats and a fun gift exchange!   
  
-Brooklyn Olson (Secretary of FCCLA) 
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Washington DC Trip Donation 

 

The Maple Valley DC Trip Group wants to give 
a huge shout out of thanks to AgCountry and 
Sherry Peterson for the donation to the 2024 DC 
trip. Each year AgCountry allots each 
employee $600 to be given to a cause of the 
employee's choice. Sherry Peterson, 
grandparent to Harper Peterson, Chase 
Peterson, and Connor Peterson chose to 
donate her $600 to the Washington DC 
fundraiser. The funds will be used amongst the 
Washington DC trip participants. 

 

Student of the Month 

Maple Valley’s December high school student of the month is Clay 
Hovelson. Clay is a senior at Maple Valley.  

Throughout his career at Maple Valley, Clay has participated in many 
sports and activities. He has lettered in football and basketball the past 
several years. In football, he can be found on both sides of the line 
playing running back on offense and linebacker on defense. This past 
season was especially noteworthy for Clay, as he racked up over one 
thousand yards rushing, 20 touchdowns, and led the team in tackles. He 
also received the Midco Sports Game Ball after his stellar performance 
against Richland. On the hardwood, Clay can be found grinding out in 

the paint as one of the Raider’s forwards. He is also a member of the local trap shooting team.  

When Clay is not in school he stays busy with hunting and fishing. He enjoys hunting waterfowl and 
whitetail deer, as well as ice fishing in the colder months. He can also be found hanging out with 
friends or at the weight room. In the spring and fall, Clay stays busy with working on the family farm.  

After Clay graduates, he plans to attend North Dakota State University for a degree in Agriculture. 
Clay was nominated for student of the month because of large role he plays in being a role model 
for all students at Maple Valley. Congratulations to Clay on being the December high school 
student of the month 
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Barnes County Tournament 
 

 

 

 
 
 

The Maple River Raiders girls’ basketball team took first place at the Barnes Country Tournament! Over 
the course of the tournament, they went undefeated, beating Barnes Country North, Wyndmere-
Lidgerwood, and Richland. Chloe Wetch and Iris Richman were selected for the All- Tournament 
team! Chloe Wetch also was awarded the Free Throw Award, making 23 out of 25. Go Raiders!!! 
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MAPLE VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL 

SEMESTER EXAM SCHEDULE (2022-2023) 

SEMESTER 1 

*All students must be in their respective classes on time (Doors will be closed and locked at testing start time). *Each test will have ½ hour of 

review/study time prior to the administration of the exam  

*Weight of the exam is to be determined by each of the individual teachers  

*STUDENTS MUST BE IN THEIR SCHEDULED CLASSROOMS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHEDULED TESTING PERIOD AND 

REMAIN THERE UNTIL THE END OF THE SCHEDULED TESTING TIMES. ***(THIS INCLUDES ANY STUDY HALL’S YOU HAVE 

SCHEDULED.) 

SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday, December19th:      LUNCH: *December 19th Only: (Gr. 7-12) 11-11:40 
      
Period 7: 11:45-1:15 
  
BREAK/SNACK: 1:15-1:40 (Commons-Stay until 1:40) 
 
Period 6: 1:45-3:15 
  
Tuesday, December 20th: 
 
Period 1: 8:45-10:15  
 
BREAK/SNACK: 10:15-11:10 (Commons-Stay until 11:10) 
 
Period 3: 11:15-12:45 
 
BREAK/LUNCH: 12:45-1:40 (Commons-Stay until 1:40)  
 
Period 5: 1:45-3:15  
 
Wednesday, December 21st:  
 
Period 2: 8:30-10:00  
 
BREAK/SNACK: 10:00-10:20 (Commons-Stay until 10:20)  
 
Period 4: 10:25-11:55 11:55-12:20 Lunch  
 
MAKE UP EXAMS: 12:20-1:50 If Necessary (If you have no make-up exam-dismissal is @ 12:20)  
 
**Dismissal @ 12:20 and Buses run @ 12:25 December 21st 
 

 


